4 December 2016
Second Sunday of Advent

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — He shall bring justice for the afflicted;
the earth shall overflow with the knowledge of the
LORD (Isaiah 11:1-10).
Psalm — Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness
of peace for ever (Psalm 72).
Second Reading — Glorify God by living in harmony
with one another, welcoming each other as Christ
welcomed you (Romans 15:4-9).
Gospel — Produce good fruit worthy of your baptism;
repent, for the reign of God is near (Matthew 3:1-12).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass ©
1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy
Corporation. All rights reserved

MASSES FOR THE WEEK
Monday December 5
12:05pm Old St. Joseph’s Memorial Society
Presider: Fr. Ed O’Donnell, S.J.
Tuesday December 6
12:05pm Ann Mongelli (D)
Presider: Fr. Phil Florio, S.J.
Wed.
December 7
12:05pm Old St. Joseph’s Memorial Society
Presider: Fr. Phil Florio, S.J.
Thursday December 8 Immaculate Conception
12:05pm Presider: Fr. Ed Dougherty, S.J.
7:30pm Presider: Fr. Phil Florio, S.J.
Friday
December 9
12:05pm Edward & Mary Britt Family (D)
Presider: Fr. Phil Florio, S.J.
Saturday December 10
12:05pm Patricia Ann Bogut (D)
Presider: Fr. Phil Florio, S.J.
5:30pm Presider: Fr. Jack Kelly, S.J.
Sunday December 11
7:30am Presider: Fr. Ed Dougherty, S.J.
9:30am Presider: Fr. Ed O’Donnell, S.J.
11:30am Presider: Fr. Edward Quinnan, S.J.
6:30pm Presider: Fr. Phil Florio, S.J.

THIS WEEK AT OSJ
Tues
6
Thur
8

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wed:
Thursday:
Friday:
31
Saturday:
Sunday:

Is 4:2-6; Ps 122:1-9; Mt 8:5-11
Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17;
Lk 10:21-24
Rom 10:9-18; Ps 19:8-11; Mt 4:18-22
Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a;
Mt 7:21, 24-27
Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-6;
Mt 9:35 — 10:1, 5a, 6-8
Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17;
Rom 15:4-9; Mt 3:1-12

The complete text of the daily lectionary readings can be
found at www.usccb.org/bible/readings

Sat
10
Sun
11

12noon: Food, Faith and Friends (Barbelin)
Al-Anon (Drexel)
6:30p: Advent Gathering (Church)
7:30p: Reading Group (Loyola)
12noon: Food, Faith and Friends (Barbelin)
1:00p: Genesis Discussion (Drexel)
6:30p: Task Force Mtg. (Loyola)
PIC Planning Mtg. (Loyola)
12noon: Food, Faith and Friends (Barbelin)
4:00p: Social Justice Movie Screening
(Barbelin)
9:30a: CLOW (Barbelin)
10:30a: Spirituality Formation Mtg.
(Drexel)
5:30p: YAC Pre-Mass Reflection (Drexel)
7:30p: Monthly Cook-In (Barbelin)

AMDG

Please remember our sick and
homebound sisters and brothers:
Jack Lees, Anna Marie Montone,
Hugh McNicholas, Joanne Press,
Nada Sizgorich, Rosemarie Tucillo;
Kristin Marrow, Marie Malloy, Will
Morrow, Betty Pfeiffer, Jenny
Moore, Marie Wojcik, Amy Harrison, Margaret Ward,
Mike Margarite, Michael Upton, Marjorie Heald,
Walter Schalleur, Marie Jacobs, JoAnna Pearl, Lucy
Pearl, James McBride, Fr. James McAndrews, S.J, Irene
Stone, Judy Woodson, Amy Harrison, Dr. Barbara
Cahill Giannaccari, Marge Filmyer, Karen Lockyer,
Joseph Burk, Ed Tomezsko. Pray also for our ministry
at Pennsylvania Hospital.
Names will be removed after 4 weeks unless request is
renewed.

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP
Offertory for the week ending November 20, 2016
Collection

Regular

Online

Total

Daily Mass
Sunday Mass

$267.00
$4,983.00

n/a
$3,698.50

$267.00
$8,681.50

Online Giving contributed 43% of the Sunday offertory.
Offertory for the week ending November 27, 2016
Collection

Regular

Online

Total

Daily Mass
Sunday Mass

$296.00
$6,500.00

n/a
$2,926.50

$296.00
$9,426.50

Online Giving contributed 45% of the Sunday offertory.
Additional Offertories
Hurricane Matthew
Relief

$857.00

Online Givers – Funds have been set up for the
following special collections:
Fund
Retired Religious
Immaculate Conception

Fund available online
Through Dec. 18
Through Dec. 18

ONLINE GIVING
Old St. Joseph’s provides Online Giving – a
convenient, flexible and safe way to make a one-time
or recurring donation to the fund of your choice (e.g.,

Sunday Offertory, FF&F, HPC, Ars Sacra). For Online
Givers who are uneasy about not putting anything in
the collection basket, “I gave online” cards are
available at the back of the church. Simply put a card
in the basket to represent your gift.
See the flyer at the back of the church for
frequently asked questions about Online Giving and
for instructions on how to sign up. To sign up for
Online Giving, go to our website: www.oldstjoseph.org
and click on the Online Giving tab underneath the
Important Links column.

SECOND COLLECTION
Retirement Fund for Religious: Second Collection This
Weekend, December 4 & 5: Aging religious need your
help. Senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious
order priests have offered their lives in service to
others—educating the young, comforting the sick,
seeking justice for the oppressed. Today, many are
frail, elderly, and in need of assistance. Your gift to the
Retirement Fund for Religious helps to furnish
medications, nursing care, and other necessities.
Please give generously to today’s second collection.

FROM THE PASTOR
AMDG
Dear OSJ Family,
During this second week of Advent, we look to what
has become one of the most familiar symbols of this
Holy Season—the Advent Wreath. Although Advent
Wreaths are popular among Christians, many are not
aware of the actual meaning and symbolism
embedded in this ancient tradition. As with all
symbols, the more we learn about them, the more we
understand and draw inspiration from their rich
meaning and significance! The Advent Wreath has
been a part of our long-standing Catholic tradition. We
see them in our churches, chapels, schools, retreat
houses, and homes. However, the actual origins of the
wreath remain unclear. Gretchen Filz, in her article
called The Advent Wreath Tradition & Meaning, writes
“There is evidence of pre-Christian Germanic peoples
using wreathes with lit candles during the cold and
dark December days as a sign of hope in the future
warm and extended-sunlight days of Spring. In
Scandinavia during winter, lighted candles were
placed around a wheel, and prayers were offered to
the god of light to turn ‘the wheel of the earth’ back
toward the sun to lengthen the days and restore
warmth.”

During the Middle Ages, Christians adapted the idea
(like so many of our customs) and began to use a
lighted wreath as part of their spiritual preparation for
Christmas. The principle is that Christ is the light of the
world and that with each passing week, as a candle is
lit, the light grows stronger and brighter, like the love
of Christ. The scriptures tell us that Jesus is “the Light
that came into the world” to dispel the darkness of sin
and to radiate the truth and love of God, John 3:19-21.
Notably, the wreath is made of evergreen branches
which represent eternal life. The wreath itself, like the
pagan wheel of old, is a continuous circle and a
reminder that God has no beginning and no end. It is
also a reminder that our lives are to be rooted in
Jesus, our Alpha and Omega “I am the Alpha and
the Omega--the beginning and the end," says the Lord
(Rev 1:8). Altogether, the wreath of evergreen depicts
the immortality of our souls and the new eternal life
promised to us through Christ born at Christmas.
Also of interest are the four candles which are lit one
at a time on each of the four Sundays representing the
four weeks of Advent. An old European tradition
maintains that each week represents one thousand
years adding up to the 4,000 years that we have
waited from Adam and Eve until the birth of the
Savior. As we see, three of the candles are violet,
which is the liturgical color that represents waiting
and anticipation, and one is rose, which represents
joy. The progressive lighting of the candles symbolizes
the expectation and hope surrounding our Lord’s first
coming into the world, and the anticipation of His
second coming to judge the living and the dead.
As Christ’s coming draws nearer, today we light
another candle. With each candle lit, and through our
prayers and our faith, we see Christ dispelling the
darkness a little more, week after week!
It is only fitting that the simple symbol of the Advent
wreath, helps us to spiritually contemplate the great
drama of salvation history that surrounds the birth of
God Incarnate, Jesus Christ, who comes to redeem
each person from all that harms us and keeps us from
living in the unity and peace that is the coming
Kingdom of God.
Blessed Advent.
Fr Phil Florio, SJ
Pastor

PARISH LIFE
Siobhan Arechavala, daughter of Anthony
and Maureen Arechavala, received Honors
(a GPA of at least 3.5) for her 6th grade
first semester at Day School of the Sacred
Heart. Please congratulate Siobhan when
you see her!
Screening
and
Panel
Discussion of 13th, Saturday,
December 10th at 4:00 pm,
Barbelin Hall: The Old St.
Joseph's Parish Young Adult
Community, Adult Education
Committee,
and
Social
Justice
Committee,
in
th
conjunction with Live Free, present a screening of 13 .
This powerful new documentary is about the history
of racial inequality in the United States, and focuses
on the disproportionately African-American prison
population in Philadelphia. A panel discussion will
follow the film regarding the problem of mass
incarceration and its intersection with Catholic social
justice teachings. Refreshments will be provided.
Please
contact millennialcatholicpower@gmail.com
with any questions.
Religious Christmas cards are for sale after Sunday
Masses. The cards come in packs of ten, and each
contain a variety of different artwork. The pack usually
retails for $18, but will be sold at OSJ for $13.50. All
proceeds benefit the church.
November Cook-in. Sunday, December 11, 7:30 pm,
Old St. Joseph's Barbelin Hall: Join many young adults
and parishioners for a great meal and conversation
right after Sunday 6:30 pm mass. If you are interested
in coordinating a future cookout, or bringing a dish, or
helping with setup or cleanup, please email Tom
Nailor (thomas.nailor@yahoo.com). Thanks! We hope
to see you at the next cook-in!
Altar Servers, Extraordinary Ministers, Hospital
Ministers, Lectors and Ushers: The ministry schedule
for December and January has been posted online at
http://www.rotundasoftware.com/ministry/osj.
New volunteers can also signup online - scheduling is
flexible and training will be provided! Thank you for
your faithful service to your parish! AMDG!

Music and Worship Notes

IGNATIAN SPIRITUALITY

Pat and the Schola want to thank everyone who
attended our first Lessons and Carols Service. Your
participation helped to make this new worship
experience prayerful, full of reverence, and
meaningful. The Spirit was with us and our Advent
season is off on the right, Spirit-filled foot! Special
thanks go to the members of the Parish Pastoral
Council who read lessons, and to the fine soloists who
were featured.
Don’t forget - ‘tis the season… of music! Please come
and support fine music in our beautiful church,
brought to you by the Ars Sacra at Old St. Joseph’s
series. All events are free of charge.

Advent Day of Retreat: On Saturday, December 17th,
Fr. Florio will direct a one day retreat at the Cranaleith
Spiritual Center in NE Philadelphia. During this hectic
time of Christmas shopping and rushing around,
wouldn’t it be nice to set aside one Saturday
afternoon to stop, quiet down and prepare yourself
for the birth of the Lord? Mark your calendar and plan
ahead to set some time aside for yourself. It could be
the best present you give yourself this Christmas!
Space is limited, so by Monday, December 12 please
RSVP to: osjspirituality@oldstjoseph.org.

Ars Sacra Events for Advent
Today, December 4 - 3:30pm
Madonna and Child - Music of Jacob Gallus
(Handl)
Presented by:
Musica Humana Vocal Consort
directed by Mark Rimple

Saturday, December 17 - 8pm
Messiah, Part I
Presented by:
Old St. Joseph's Schola Cantorum

ADULT ED
We have a book club at Old Saint
Joseph's and you are welcome to join!
Our book for December is Nora Webster
by Colm Toibin. Toibin's novel was
chosen as a New York Times Notable
Book of 2014 and was selected as one of
the top 10 books of 2014 by The Christian
Science Monitor. Here is the Irish Times'
description of it: "About as perfect as a
book can get. Through the character of one Irish
widow, Toibin reflects on grief, both as a private and a
public business.” We meet next on Tuesday, 6
December, at 7:30pm in the Loyola Room of the
rectory.
Contact
Carol
Shloss
at
shlosscarol@gmail.com.

Office of Ignatian Spirituality—The Office of Ignatian
Spirituality (OIS), formerly The Jesuit Collaborative, is a
ministry of the two East Coast Jesuit Provinces. We are
dedicated to helping people grow closer to God
through the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius Loyola.
Please Join us for a time of prayer, reflection and
fellowship at our Ignatian Advent Gatherings: Nov. 29,
at Dahlgren Chapel, Washington, DC, Dec. 1, at St.
Ignatius Church, Boston MA, Dec. 6, at Old St. Joseph’s
Church, Phila, PA, and Dec. 7, St. Francis Xavier Church
in New York, NY. All gatherings begin at 6:30pm.
Please find more information at http://www.jesuitcollaborative.org/advent2016

SOCIAL JUSTICE
It is time again for the Old St
Joseph’s Giving Tree! (Giving tree is
located in the back of the church.)
Take a tag and buy a book for a child
of The Gesu School or Project
H.O.M.E. These children are in pre-K
through Grade 2 at the Gesu School
(17th & Thompson St) or live at Rowan Homes, a
permanent supportive housing program managed by
Project H.O.M.E. in Philadelphia. This is a special event
for these children and we are grateful that so many of
you participate generously every year. We are also
collecting new hats, mittens or scarves for the
children at the Gesu School. If you wish to purchase
one of these warm winter accessories instead of, or in
addition to a book, please bring your wrapped gift
with a tag identifying the item and the intended age
and gender (if needed) back to the tree, same date
and place as the books.
Also, the Social Justice Committee is collecting
pajamas, bathrobes, and blankets for The Little
Brothers Friends of the Elderly. OSJ parishioners are
organizing a party at Guild House West with the Little

Brothers, 1221 Fairmount Avenue on December 18
from 1-3 and are looking for volunteers to join them.
Lastly, the Social Justice Committee is collecting
gift cards for Dawn’s Place—an organization that
supports and houses women who have been sexually
exploited.
Remember to bring your gift, wrapped, and with
the tag, back to the tree (located in the back of the
church) no later than NEXT SUNDAY, December 11.
Many thanks from the Old St. Josephs Committee for
the Children of The Gesu and the OSJ Social Justice
Committee. If you wish to volunteer or have any
questions,
please
contact
Charles
Capaldi:
ccapaldib5@gmail.com.

OSJ OLDER ADULTS
Wines of Umbria, Italy Wine Tasting: Come
and join us for a quick tour of the wines of
Umbria, led by professional wine
sommelier,
Ben
Slavin
on
Wednesday, December 14 in the
Drexel Parlor at 5:00pm. Ben is a
resident of Naples, and has been a wine sommelier for
over 5 years. He teaches across Italy about regional
wines and has taken many groups from around the
world on tours of wine vineyards in Umbria and
Tuscany. We can accommodate 14 people for this
event. If you would like to attend, please send an
email to joanslavin@aol.com to register. Come meet
fellow parishioners and enjoy some quality time (and
wines!) together.

YOUNG ADULT COMMUNITY
Warm Clothing Drive:
Cold weather has
arrived and YAC is
responding to the
need
for
warm
clothing by coordinating a drive with Food, Faith and
Friends. We are looking for donations of men's hats,
gloves and warm socks. Donations can be dropped off
at YAC spirituality nights, pre-Mass reflection groups
and Sunday cook-ins between now and December
11th. The next cook-in is Sunday, Dec 11. Food, Faith
and Friends is OSJ's ministry to homeless men. FF&F
serves over 250 meals a week and provides computer
classes, Life Recovery, health education, and tutoring
in the effort to care for these clients. All are welcome
to
contribute.
Please
email
Megan
at
mprilutski@gmail.com with any questions.

Young Adult Pre-Mass Reflection Group, Sundays at
5:30pm, OSJ Courtyard or Drexel Parlor: All young
adults are invited to prepare and reflect as a group for
the Sunday readings that will be heard at the 6:30
Mass. Prayer will begin at 5:30, end between
6:15/6:20, and materials will be provided. If you have
any questions, please contact us at osjyac@gmail.com.

AROUND THE CORNER
Taizé - Advent Prayer Service: Let us
gather
together
for
this
contemplative, ecumenical prayer.
December 7th, 7:30pm at St.
Raphaela Center (616 Coopertown
Rd. Haverford, PA Eucharistic
Adoration will follow throughout the night. All are
welcome.
The Friends of the
Wanamaker Organ
are proud to present
the
annual
Christmas in the
Grand
Tradition
Concert on Friday,
December 9th at 7:00pm with Peter Richard Conte
playing the world's largest pipe organ accompanied by
Andrew Ennis on the Flugelhorn. This event is free and
open to the public in the Grand Court of The
Wanamaker
Building,
1300
Market
Street,
Philadelphia. For more information, please visit
www.wanamakerorgan.com.
The Christmas Creche Committee and the Friends of
the Nativity Cordially invite you to attend the 20th
Annual Blessing of the Nativity Scene on Wednesday,
December 14 at 3:00 pm at 18th and Race, adajcent to
the Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul.
As you may know, our cantor, Jen Creed, has been
asked to compose and perform a monthly series of
one-woman shows, receiving rave reviews at our
nearby cabaret room, L'etage (6th and Bainbridge).
Her next shows are as follows: Sunday 12/11 and
Thursday 12/15—Jen's Christmas Cabaret. 6:30pm
Doors, 7:30pm show. After the 12/15 show, Jen will
be taking a break in 2017 from her monthly L'etage
schedule. Make sure you see her spectacular onewoman shows before the end of the year! Tickets at
jencreed.com.

