18 December 2016
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Saturday:
Sunday:

Lk 1:57-66
2 Sam 7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16; Ps 89:25,27,29;Lk 1:67-79
Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-3,11-13; Tit 2:11-14; Lk
2:1-14

The complete text of the daily lectionary readings can be
found at www.usccb.org/bible/readings

MASSES FOR THE WEEK

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — You will be given this sign: the virgin
shall conceive and bear a son, and shall name him
Emmanuel (Isaiah 7:10-14).
Psalm — Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory
(Psalm 24).
Second Reading — God has called us to belong to
Jesus Christ (Romans 1:1-7).
Gospel — The son born of Mary shall be called Jesus,
for he will save his people from their sins. He shall be
Emmanuel, “God is with us” (Matthew 1:18-24).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass ©
1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy
Corporation. All rights reserved

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:

Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 1617; Lk 1:5-25
Tuesday: Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-4ab, 5-6; Lk 1:26-38
Wed:
Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a;
Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21; Lk 1:39-45
Thursday: 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd; Lk 1:4656
Friday:
Mal 3:1-4, 23-34; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14;

Monday December 19
12:05pm Charles & Michelina Marino (D)
Presider: Fr. Ed O’Donnell, S.J.
Tuesday December 20
12:05pm Edward & Mary Britt Family (D)
Presider: Fr. Ed O’Donnell, S.J.
Wed.
December 21
12:05pm Old St. Joseph’s Memorial Society
Presider: Fr. Phil Florio, S.J.
Thursday December 22
12:05pm Old St. Joseph’s Memorial Society
Presider: Fr. Ed Dougherty, S.J.
Friday
December 23
12:05pm Anthony A. Ferrara, Sr. (L)
Presider: Fr. Ed O’Donnell, S.J.
Saturday December 24 Christmas Eve
12:05pm Old St. Joseph’s Memorial Society
Presider: Fr. Ed O’Donnell, S.J.
4:00pm Presider: Fr. Phil Florio, S.J.
6:30pm Presider: Fr. Phil Florio, S.J.
9:00pm Presider: Fr. Ed O’Donnell, S.J.
Sunday December 25 Christmas
10:00am Presider: Fr. Ed Dougherty, S.J.

THIS WEEK AT OSJ
Tues
20
Wed
21
Thur
22

12noon: Food, Faith and Friends (Barbelin)
Al-Anon (Drexel)
6:30p: Centering Prayer (Drexel)
6:30p: Task Force Mtg. (Loyola)

Please remember our sick and
homebound sisters and brothers:
Mike Connolly, Jack Lees, Anna Marie
Montone, Hugh McNicholas, Joanne
Press, Nada Sizgorich, Rosemarie
Tucillo; Kristin Marrow, Marie Malloy,
Will Morrow, Betty Pfeiffer, Jenny
Moore, Marie Wojcik, Amy Harrison,

Margaret Ward, Mike Margarite, Michael Upton,
Marjorie Heald, Walter Schalleur, Marie Jacobs,
JoAnna Pearl, Lucy Pearl, James McBride, Fr. James
McAndrews, S.J, Irene Stone, Judy Woodson, Amy
Harrison, Dr. Barbara Cahill Giannaccari, Marge
Filmyer, Karen Lockyer, Joseph Burk, Ed Tomezsko.
Pray also for our ministry at Pennsylvania Hospital.
Names will be removed after 4 weeks unless request is
renewed.

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP
Offertory for the week ending December 11, 2016
Collection

Regular

Online

Total

Daily Mass
Sunday Mass

$245.00
$4,931.41

n/a
$3,168.50

$245.00
$8,099.91

Online Giving contributed 39% of the Sunday offertory.
Additional Offertories
Immaculate
Conception

$1,042.00

Online Givers – Funds have been set up for the
following special collections:
Fund
Retired Religious
Immaculate Conception

Fund available online
Through Dec. 18
Through Dec. 18

ONLINE GIVING
Old St. Joseph’s provides Online Giving – a
convenient, flexible and safe way to make a one-time
or recurring donation to the fund of your choice (e.g.,
Sunday Offertory, FF&F, HPC, Ars Sacra). For Online
Givers who are uneasy about not putting anything in
the collection basket, “I gave online” cards are
available at the back of the church. Simply put a card
in the basket to represent your gift.
See the flyer at the back of the church for
frequently asked questions about Online Giving and
for instructions on how to sign up. To sign up for
Online Giving, go to our website: www.oldstjoseph.org
and click on the Online Giving tab underneath the
Important Links column.

FROM THE PASTOR
AMDG
Dear OSJ Family,
In this fourth and final week of Advent, I draw our
attention to what is probably the most beautiful and
poignant symbols of this holy season, the crèche or
nativity scene. At OSJ we are blessed to have two
crèches—one in the sanctuary (on Christmas Eve), and
the other in the courtyard. Both are beautiful and
treasured religious articles of the parish.
The crèche is the most prevailing religious symbol of
Christmas. It is central to every Catholic Church and
chapel (and hopefully every Catholic home!) and is
still, during the holidays, displayed and honored in
many public places as well. Our Church incorporates
this powerful symbol at the forefront because, as with
all of our religious symbols, the crèche help us to
better grasp the spiritual reality that it represents—
the Incarnation of Our Lord. This great mystery and
dogma of our faith is the embodiment of God the Son
in human flesh in the person of Jesus Christ:
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full
of grace and truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as
of the only Son from the Father. John 1:14
As we have seen these past few weeks, Advent and
Christmas in the Roman calendar are particularly rich
in symbols. Today, in anticipation of the great
celebration of the Nativity of Our Lord, Christmas, we
look at the history and meaning of the crèche.
This beautiful symbol was popularized in 1223 in the
Italian hillside village of Assisi by Saint Francis, and
later diffused throughout the Catholic world by his
Franciscan friars and sisters. The first crèche was “a
living nativity scene.” It was made up of living persons
representing Our Lady, Saint Joseph, the shepherds,
the angels, and even the infant Jesus. Added to this
were live barn animals. It was only after St. Francis
had visited the holy site where our Lord was born in
Bethlehem that he decided to re-create a crèche at
Assisi to cultivate adoration of the Holy Child. As this
devotion began to spread throughout Europe,
churches and chapels replaced the costly “living
nativity” with figures made of clay, wax, stone,
ceramic and wood.
Today this enduring symbol of God’s great love for us
deserves our continued reverence and veneration.
Please take a moment to visit one of our OSJ crèches
and while there offer a prayer and draw inspiration! If

you do not already have a nativity scene or crèche in
your home, I encourage you to consider getting one.
I’d be happy to bless it if you bring it to church!
I have a very small crèche that I bought while serving
in El Salvador and its ceramic figures are painted in
traditional Salvadoran campesino (farm worker) garb.
My little “naciemiento” is a simple but beautiful
reminder of what is most essential at this holy time of
the year!
Have a blessed final week of Advent!

The centering prayer group will
meet on Wednesday, December 21,
2016 from 6:30 to 8:30 pm in the
Drexel Parlor. The meeting will
include discussion of this type of
prayer followed by Mass or evening prayer with a
period of centering. Anyone interested in this
contemplative prayer is welcome to join us. For
further
information,
contact
Christine
Szczepanowski at christinesz52@gmail.com or 267250-3049.

Fr Phil Florio, SJ
Pastor

PARISH LIFE
Please consider volunteering for one of the following
opportunities since it is challenging to find volunteers
at this time of the year.
Volunteers are needed to help serve the hot cider
after each of the Christmas Eve masses. You will need
only to give about fifteen minutes of your time to help
serve and can be on your way to Christmas Eve
celebrations after. Volunteers are also needed for
both the installation and takedown of the Christmas
decorations in the church. Installation will occur on
Friday afternoon, December 23 and take down will be
after the feast of the Epiphany in January at a time to
be determined based on volunteer availability.
Please contact Joe Casey at joetcasey@aol.com
or at 215-843-3573 to volunteer. Thank you!

Old St. Joseph’s Church
Community Caroling: Old St.
Joseph’s
Community
Connections Committee invites
you to join us as we Christmas
carol through the community.
We’ll leave OSJ TODAY, Dec. 18,
shortly after the 11:30 AM mass concludes (around
12.:45 PM). Our first stop will be Headhouse Square
where we will sing a few popular Christmas carols
before moving on to 4th and Bainbridge, then up
South Street to the Whole Foods area. We will carol at
various points along the way and look forward to you
joining us for this fun and festive Advent event. ALL
are welcome! We hope to see many familiar and new
faces as we are celebrating this season of joyful
anticipation. Please spread the word to family and
friends—from near and far!

Altar Servers, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion, Hospital Ministers, Lectors, and
Ushers: please check your schedule and fill any
assignments at http://tinyurl.com/haoch56 so that
we have adequate coverage for our beautiful
Christmas liturgies.

Religious Christmas cards are for sale after Sunday
Masses. The cards come in packs of ten, and each
contain a variety of different artwork. The pack usually
retails for $18, but will be sold at OSJ for $13.50. All
proceeds benefit the church.
The New Year is a perfect time to consider a call to
join our Music Ministry. There are many ways to
express your faith here at OSJ. You can sing with the
Schola or the Loyola Choir (or both!), Cantor, or play
an instrument. Ask any of our ministers and they’ll tell
you how the personal rewards are rich, and the
service you provide our congregation is without
measure.
Contact
Pat
Montenegro
at
music@oldstjoseph.org with your interest at
anytime.

ADULT ED
The OSJ Book Club will be
reading Shusaku Endo's
Silence for its January
meeting. Endo is one of
Japan's foremost novelists
and
this
book
is
considered his masterpiece. It explores the faith of
two Portuguese priests in 17th century Japan, whose
faith is tested by warlords who try to force them to
renounce their religion. Martin Scorsese has just

released a movie based on this book, so our plan is to
read the text together and then see the film.
Because of the holidays, we will meet on 10
January 10, the second Tuesday of the month, instead
of January 3, the the Faber room in the rectory, from
7:30-9:00 PM.

IGNATIAN SPIRITUALITY

Fr. Phil, guiding the
pilgrimmage!

Thanks to all that participated in our first Pilgrimage!
Twenty-eight participants visited St. Augustine’s and
the Shrine of St. John Neumann on November 19 for
our first Churches and Cheesesteaks. We would like
to thank both parishes for welcoming us and providing
excellent tours and history of their churches. We were
joined by parishioners, family members, and those
who just frequent OSJ occasionally. It was a great
group of “pilgrims” ranging from 4 month-old Charlie
up to Ted Robb. What a perfect fall day to take time
to meet new people, and spend time in prayer. Stay
tuned for our next pilgrimage in the spring when the
weather warms up!

INTERFAITH
Please join the Philadelphia Interfaith Community at
Old St Joseph's on Wednesday, January 4 from 7-9
PM for a discussion on community and relationships.
With whom do you share community? What religious
beliefs and/or practices contribute to the formation
and sustaining of your community? Do you see your
religious group as community and, if so, in what
sense? When differences or splits occur in your
community or among communities, how are they
reconciled? Do you see your community as separate
from the world or as part of the whole? How do you
perceive your religious community in relation to
communities of other religions? Discussion will be
facilitated by long time PIC member William Stewart.

SOCIAL JUSTICE
During December, it can feel good to donate a toy or
sign up to serve a hot meal. But don't forget, we
need to practice mercy all year long! Here are five
ways you might consider supporting nonprofit
organizations that empower and accompany
individuals and families on the margins:
• Give a day of your time during the busy
holiday season to help mail the fundraising
appeal or assist with writing thank you notes
once gifts land.
• Stop by your favorite agency with a holiday
plant or special coffee for the staff who do this
work 12 months a year.
• Sign up now to volunteer during February,
March, April or any other month that receives
less attention.
• Give the gift of mobility through transit
passes. These can be shared with program
participants as well as unpaid interns who
support the programs.
• Commit to a sustainable financial giving plan,
thus ensuring that mercy, justice, and love
continue the Spirit of Christmas all year long.

YOUNG ADULT COMMUNITY
Rosary Night: Ever
thought
about
finally
praying
the rosary? Have
you heard about
it but now known exactly how it's done? Has the
rosary already been a peaceful form of prayer for you?
All young adults are invited to join YAC on Tuesday,
December 27th as YAC participant, Heather Squire,
leads us in a night of prayer with the rosary.
Interested in joining but don't have a rosary? That's
ok. YAC will have some available to use! Spirits will still
start in Barbelin Hall at 7:00. Prayer will begin at 7:30.
We hope to see you there! Contact Heather at
heather.squire@gmail.com with any questions.
January Happy Hour: Save the date for the YAC
January Happy Hour on Friday, January 5th starting at
5:30pm!
Young Adult Pre-Mass Reflection Group, Sundays at
5:30pm, OSJ Courtyard or Drexel Parlor: All young
adults are invited to prepare and reflect as a group for
the Sunday readings that will be heard at the 6:30

Mass. Prayer will begin at 5:30, end between
6:15/6:20, and materials will be provided. If you have
any questions, please contact us at osjyac@gmail.com.
Please note that pre-mass reflection is cancelled
12/25 and 1/1.

MISCELLANEOUS
The City of Philadelphia is expanding quality PreKindergarten to 2,000 more three- and four- year
olds starting January 4, 2017. Families interested in
enrolling their child can call 844-PHL-PREK to speak
with a trained professional who will help them locate
quality child care options near them. Callers will also
be able to determine if they qualify for any public
programs to help pay for child care. Quality pre-K
reduces the need for special education classes, raises
graduation rates, increases earning potential, and
narrows the achievement gap. Families interested in
enrolling should act quickly! For more information, go
to PHLprek.org, or enroll by calling 844-PHL-PREK.
Philadelphia seniors who need help buying their
heating oil may seek assistance from the Utility
Emergency Services Fund. UESF is providing lowincome city residents who are unable to afford the
cost of an oil delivery with direct assistance. Eligibility
requirements include: Household income at or below
175% of the federal poverty level, have not received a
fuel or oil grant in the last 12 months, have not
applied for the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance
Program when available. For more information go to
http://tinyurl.com/jtu4ldj.

OSJ STAFF
Pastor: Fr. Philip Florio, S.J.
Parochial Vicar: Fr. Edward O’Donnell, S.J.
(eodonnell@oldstjoseph.org)
In Residence: Br. Robert Carson, S.J.;
Fr. Edward Dougherty S.J. (dougherty@oldstjoseph.org);
Business Manager: Eric German
(germane@oldstjoseph.org)
Director of Music: Pasquale Montenegro
(music@oldstjoseph.org)
Administrative Assistant: Eleanor Margaret
(office@oldstjoseph.org)
Faith, Food & Friends Program Director: Mary Freedman
(faithandfriends@oldstjoseph.org)
PREP Coordinator: Christine Szczepanowski
(prep@oldstjoseph.org)
Parish Pastoral Council (osjpc@oldstjoseph.org)
Tom Nailor (co-chair), Rana McNamara (co-chair),
Richard Le, Jennifer Lydic, David Maynard, Melissa
Mazur, Donna Frithsen, Lou Oschmann, Dan Salvatore,
Madeleine Becker, Ted Robb, Karen DeMeis
Parish Finance Council
Paul Shay (Chair), Kathi Boczar, Camille Fallon, Dave
Maynard (ex officio Parish Council), Matt McClure,
Christopher McGill
Historic Preservation Corporation Board
Gregory Alexander; Carmen Croce (ex officio representing St. Joseph’s University); Maryjane Green, Fr. Dan
Joyce, S.J. (ex officio representing the Maryland Jesuits);
Rana McNamara, Joseph Tozzi, Albert Russo, Chuck
Capaldi, Barry Eiswerth, Bill Waffle
Parish Committees and Chairpersons
Adult Education: Rita O’Brien and Jeanmarie Zippo
(adulted@oldstjoseph.org)
Parish Life: Joe Casey
Ignatian Spirituality and Formation: John Bitterman
(osjspirituality@oldstjoseph.org)
Social Justice: Bethany Welch
(socialjustice@oldstjoseph.org)
Ministry Coordinators
Altar Servers: Donna Soultoukis,
(dsoultoukis@yahoo.com)
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion: Christine
Szczepanowski, (christinesz52@gmail.com)
Hospital Ministers: Donna Frithsen,
(donnagenevieve@gmail.com)
Lectors: Richard DeFortuna, (rdefortuna@gmail.com)
Ushers: Nikola Sizgorich, (niksiz@icloud.com)
Children's Liturgy of the Word: Peggy Connolly
(pmcon@comcast.net)

