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The Perfect Christmas Gift –
When You Can’t Think of What to Get for Someone
There are some people for whom it is virtually impossible to find a gi for
Christmas. Either they already have everything they want or their needs
are so simple there’s nothing more they can use. Well, instead of just
going through the mo ons of buying something anyway – something you
know they don’t really want – why not take a diﬀerent tack? How about
giving something to the poor in their name? That shows you are a generous person and have a deep respect for “the person who has everything.”
And if they’re “good people,” they’ll probably be quite pleased with your
though ulness.
This thought occurred to me recently when I heard from an old friend.
Mark Hallinan is a Jesuit priest who served with me at Saint Igna us in
New York when I was the pastor. Mark was something of a fire-brand –
always talking about social jus ce and the needs of the poor. He made
quite a splash! It was good for him to bring that spirit to the upper eastside of Manha an, but I suspect he was relieved when Jesuit superiors
granted his wish to work directly with the poor. Lately, they granted his
wish in spades when they sent him to one of the poorest parishes in
Jamaica – and I don’t mean the area in Queens, NY where Donald Trump is from! I mean one of the poorest
places in the western hemisphere, the island in the Caribbean. Mark wrote me recently describing some of his
needs, or should I say, the needs of his people.
I remember advising Mark years ago: when you’re asking for money, tell people exactly what you are going to do
with the money they give you. He learned that lesson quite well. When I tell you what he said, keep in mind any
rela ves or friends who would appreciate knowing that you honored them by suppor ng one of Mark’s projects.
Here’s a par al list to choose from. (I’d be glad to send you the complete note from Mark, if you want.)
1) To oﬀer a consistent amount of food each Tuesday morning for 100 persons who gather every week:
$53/week. Support the feeding program for four and a half months: $1,000.
2) Poverty breeds violence for the young men who join rival gangs. Sponsor a soccer team to direct energies
away from idleness and gang warfare into “passionate compe on.” Needed equipment cost: $730/year.
Support for the en re program for a year: $1,000.
3) One child in a Saturday morning tutoring program: $4. Six children in a tutoring program for the en re
academic year: $1,000.
ConƟnued on next page...
Old St. Joseph’s is equipped with an audio hearing loop. Switch on the T-coil func on of your device to use the loop.
Booklets with the Sunday readings are in the rear of the church.

Continued from front page…
Mark says these are three needs identified by his staff who work directly with the people on the street. But
he adds, “There are plenty of other needs that we have (including supporting parish days of recollection, a
youth dance program and adult education programs).” One thing I find attractive about responding to an
appeal from somebody like Mark is that you know the money is getting directly to the people who need it.
Nobody is working with Mark for the high salary and benefits or for career advancement, but just to serve
the church for the welfare of the people entrusted to their care.
How can you get money to Mark in Jamaica? If you send a donation to our parish and simply designate it
for Mark in Jamaica, I will make sure to forward it to Mark. If you wish, I can also send you instructions on
how to send a donation to Mark directly through his bank in Jamaica, but it’s rather complicated. You can
reach Fr. Mark Hallinan, S.J., directly at mehallinansj@gmail.com
I’m happy to recommend Mark’s work to you, kind of puts me in the spirit of Christmas, even more than a
trip to the mall!
Walter F. Modrys, S.J.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Christmas Mass Schedule:
Sunday, December 24
Fourth Sunday in Advent
5:30 PM (Vigil), 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 AM Masses
Christmas Eve
4:00, 6:30, 9:00 PM Masses
Relaxed parking in effect 7 AM – 11 PM
Monday, December 25
Christmas Day
10:00 AM Mass
Relaxed parking in effect 9 AM – 12 PM

It is time for the Old St. Joseph’s Giving Tree!
Gifts for Rowan Homes and Aquinas Center need to be dropped off at
the church TODAY, December 17. Please make sure gifts are wrapped
and have the tag attached.
If you wish to volunteer or have any questions, contact Charles
Capaldi at ccapaldib5@gmail.com. Many thanks.
Please come and join with other OSJ parishioners and help spread
holiday cheer TODAY, December 17 from 2 to 4 PM at the Presbyterian
Apartments.

All are cordially invited to our Lessons and Carols Liturgy,
TODAY, Sunday, Dec. 17, at 3:00 PM a liturgical and
musical highlight of our season! Our parish will present a
service of Nine Lessons and Carols, a liturgy foretelling
Christ's coming in sacred scripture and in song,
proclaimed to rouse our spirits in preparation for Christ's
coming this Christmastide. In addition to festive Advent
and Christmas carols for congregational singing, choral
music will include works by Victoria, Willcocks, and Rutter,
and organ music by Bach and Elmore. A free will offering
will be gratefully accepted. A reception will follow. We
hope you will join us for this festive holiday celebration!

YOUNG ADULT COMMUNITY
YAC Holiday Break: There will be no YAC
Pre-Mass Reflection Group on Sunday,
December 24, and Sunday, December 31.
The group will resume in the new year at
5:30 PM in Greaton Parlor on Sunday,
January 7. Additionally, there will be no
YAC spirituality night on Tuesday,
December 26. Our spirituality nights will
resume on Tuesday, January 9. Questions?
Email us at osjyac@gmail.com

The OSJ Book Group will NOT meet in January. We
will reassemble on Tuesday, February 6, at 7:30 PM
in the Loyola Room. Our book is State of Wonder by
Ann Patchett. This novel takes a Midwesterner to
the Amazon in search of a lost colleague, a journey
that calls all her values into question.
The OSJ Book Group consists of avid readers,
lively discussion and provides a chance to examine
spiritual values in the context of fictional narratives.
It meets once a month and provides parishioners
with both intellectual challenge and a chance to
know each other through sharing their reading
experience. If you are interested, please contact
shlosscarol@gmail.com or simply pick up a copy of
the book and come.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Resolve to get more involved in your
parish in 2018! Our beautiful liturgies
need Altar Servers, Extraordinary
Ministers of Holy Communion, Lectors
and Ushers! Scheduling is flexible and
training will be provided! Sign up
through the Ministry Scheduling
Program
at www.oldstjoseph.org.
That's the Magis!

A Musical Note from the Pastor: I am pleased formally to
announce that I have asked Mark Bani to assume the
position of full-time music director at OSJ. As you recall,
Mark began here in September as “interim” music
director. But given his obvious talent and ability to lead
the music ministry, we want his contribution to our
parish worship program to continue into the future.
Mark has graciously accepted this invitation and so we
welcome him once again to our OSJ family.

Welcome New Parishioners!

Relaxed Parking Update:

Casey Gallagher; Amy Recupero

The city had not renewed our Sunday relaxed parking
on Walnut St. between 3rd and 4th Sts. Relaxed parking
is now only on the west side of South 4th Street
between Walnut and Spruce and on the north side of
the 400 block of Locust Street (yellow placard). The
placard for the 4th St and Locust St parking (directly
below) is available in the vestibule of the church and
online. If you have any of the pink Walnut St. placards
(bottom) in your car please dispose of them. You will
be ticketed if you park on Walnut St.

Volunteers are needed to decorate the church for
Christmas on Saturday afternoon, December 23.
Volunteers are also needed to help with hospitality after
the 4:00, 6:30, and 9:00 PM Christmas Eve Masses. Please
contact Joe Casey at joetcasey@aol.com or 215-843-3573
to volunteer.

AROUND THE
CORNER
Please remember our sick and homebound sisters and brothers:

Old Pine Street Presbyterian
Church (412 Pine St), in
conjunction
with
the
Philadelphia Chapter of the
American Guild of Organists,
will be hosting Tuesday Noon
Organ Recitals in December
which are free and open to the
public. The next and last recital
will be Tuesday, December 19.
This series is part of Old Pine’s
250th Anniversary year and the
125th birthday of the J. W.
Steere organ which was
installed in 1998. All are invited!

Jack Lees
Mildred Barnett
Arlene Vattimo
Catherine Keddie
Rick Bravo
Bernardo Goldrosson
MaryLou Jennings
D. Minter
Joseph Burke
Richard Polosky

Allen May
Ann Frances Tozzi
Deborah Brooks
Louise CoCo
Ed Tomezsko
Sara Orkline
Louis Balestrucci
Adeline Acerno
Jerry McAndrews SJ
James McBride
April DeMatto
Jerry McBride
Lydia Staley
Joanna Pearl
Jennifer Moore
Lucy Pearl
Marie Jacobs
Marjorie Heald
Patricia Yusko
Joan Nichol
Karen Lockyer
Pray also for our ministry at Pennsylvania Hospital.
Names will be removed after 4 weeks unless a request is renewed.

Parish Home Ministry
Eldership Community volunteers who are Eucharistic Ministers are
available to visit homebound parishioners. These volunteers bring
communion to the homebound. To request a home visit, please call the
rectory office.

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP
Offertory Collection for the week ending December 10
(Note: Online donations include monthly donations)
Percentage of Online Giving: 54%

Collection

Regular

Online

Total

Daily Mass
Sunday Mass

$140.00
$6,073.00

n/a
$7,173.00

$140.00
$13,246.00

ONLINE GIVING
Old St. Joseph’s provides Online Giving – a convenient,
flexible and safe way to make a one-time or recurring
donation to the fund of your choice (e.g., Sunday
Offertory, FF&F, HPC).
To sign up for Online Giving go to our website:
www.oldstjoseph.org and click on the Online Giving tab
underneath the Important Links column.

WEEKLY READINGS

Readings from…
Monday: Jeremiah 23; Psalm 72; Matthew 1
Tuesday: Judges 13; Psalm 71; Luke 1
Wednesday: Isaiah 7; Psalm 24; Luke 1
Thursday: Song of Songs 2, Zephaniah 3; Psalm 33;
Luke 1
Friday: 1 Samuel 1 and 2; Luke 1
Saturday: Malachi 3; Psalm 25; Luke 1
Sunday: 2 Samuel 7; Psalm 89; Romans 16; Luke 1
Christmas Eve: Isaiah 9; Titus 2; Luke 2
Complete text of the daily readings can be found at
www.usccb.org/bible/readings.

Date
Mon
18

Want to Join the Jesuits?
In every generation, God calls people to follow Jesus
as dedicated disciples. If you are a man young in
spirit, have you ever thought about following that call
as a Jesuit priest or brother? The Society of Jesus is
ready to help you discern if the Jesuit life is what
God wants for you. For almost 500 years Jesuits have
been serving the Church in pastoral ministry, in
education, as missionaries – or wherever the need is
greatest. For Jesuits, that is their mission.
Want to explore this opportunity?
Visit our
Vocation Website at https://jesuitvocations.org/
(If you have a friend who may be interested, do him
the favor of passing this along to him.)

Mass Intention and Presider

Calendar Events

12:05 PM Norma J. Shepherd and Family (D)
Presider: Fr. Walter Modrys, S.J.

6:00 PM: PREP (St. Mary’s)

Tues
19

12:05 PM Edward & Mary Britt Family (D)
Presider: Fr. Ed O’Donnell, S.J.

12 Noon: Food, Faith and Friends (Barbelin)
Al-Anon (Drexel)

Wed
20
Thurs
21
Fri
22

12:05 PM Old St. Joseph’s Memorial Society
Presider: Fr. Ed Dougherty, S.J.

6:30 PM: Eldership Wine Tasting (Barbelin)

12:05 PM Geraldine Marren & Family (D)
Presider: Fr. Ed O’Donnell, S.J.

12 Noon: Food, Faith and Friends (Barbelin)
7:00 PM: Schola Rehearsal (Barbelin)

Sat
23
Sun
24
Christmas
Eve

12:05 PM Marie Buck (D)
Presider: Fr. Ed Dougherty, S.J.
12:05 PM Cyrus C. Convery (D)
Presider: Fr. Ed O’Donnell, S.J.
5:30 PM Presider: Fr. Ed Dougherty, S.J.
7:30 AM Presider: Fr. Ed Dougherty, S.J.
9:30 AM Presider: Fr. Walter Modrys, S.J.
11:30 AM Presider: Fr. Ed O’Donnell, S.J.
4:00 PM Presider: Fr. Walter Modrys, S.J.
6:30 PM Presider: Fr. Ed O’Donnell, S.J.
9:00 PM Presider: Fr. Walter Modrys, S.J.

12 Noon: Food, Faith and Friends (Barbelin)

INFORMATION
Rectory Office Hours
Monday through Friday: 9:30 AM to 4:30 PM
Sunday: 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Mass Times
Monday through Saturday: 12:05 PM
Saturday Vigil Mass for Sunday: 5:30 PM
Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 AM and 6:30 PM
Holy Days: 12:05 and 7:30 PM
Medical Emergency
In the event of a medical emergency when the need
for a priest is urgent, please call the rectory.
Hearing Enhancements
Old St. Joseph’s is equipped with an audio hearing
loop. Switch on the T-coil function of your device to
use the loop. Booklets with the Sunday readings are in
the rear of the church.
Registration
Persons who want to register as parishioners should
complete a parish registration form and return it to
the rectory office by mail or in person. Registration
forms are available in the rectory office during normal
office hours, on the bookcases in the back of the
church and online at www.oldstjoseph.org.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Monday through Saturday: 11:30 AM to noon and by
appointment
Sacrament of Baptism
Persons wanting to arrange for a baptism should call
Fr. Dougherty at the parish office at least two months
before the desired date to arrange catechesis and the
baptism celebration.
Sacrament of Anointing
The Sacrament of Anointing (the sacrament of the
sick) is administered during the 12:05 PM Mass on the
first Saturday of each month.
Homebound or
hospitalized persons wanting to receive the Sacrament
of Anointing should call the parish office.
Sacrament of Matrimony
Persons wanting to be married in the parish should
call Fr. O’Donnell at the parish office at least nine
months before the desired date.
Rite of Christian Initiation
Unbaptized adults who are considering baptism into
the Catholic Church, baptized Catholics who have
received no other sacraments and who want to be
confirmed and to receive First Eucharist, and baptized
non-Catholics who are considering full communion in
the Catholic Church should call Fr. O’Donnell at the
parish office.
To arrange Mass of Christian Burial, the funeral
director should call the parish office.

OSJ Staff
Pastor: Fr. Walter Modrys, S.J.
(pastor@oldstjoseph.org)
Parochial Vicar: Fr. Edward O’Donnell, S.J.
(eodonnell@oldstjoseph.org)
Fr. Edward Dougherty S.J.
(dougherty@oldstjoseph.org)
In Residence: Br. Robert Carson, S.J.
Business Manager: Eric German
(germane@oldstjoseph.org)
Director of Music: Mark Bani
(music@oldstjoseph.org)
Liturgy Coordinator: Sr. Asunta Thanh, acj
(liturgy@oldstjoseph.org)
Administrative Assistant: Eleanor Margaret
(office@oldstjoseph.org)
Faith, Food & Friends Director: Deborah
Hluchan (faithandfriends@oldstjoseph.org)
PREP Coordinator: Christine Szczepanowski
(prep@oldstjoseph.org)

OSJ Councils and Boards
Parish Pastoral Council: (osjpc@oldstjoseph.org)
Rana McNamara (co-chair), Richard Le (co-chair)
Parish Finance Council: Paul Shay (chair)
Historic Preservation Corporation Board: Fr. Walter
Modrys, S.J. (President)

Parish Committees and Chairpersons
Adult Education: Rita O’Brien and Jeanmarie
Zippo (adulted@oldstjoseph.org)
Parish Life: Joe Casey (joetcasey@aol.com)
Ignatian Spirituality and Formation: John
Bitterman (osjspirituality@oldstjoseph.org)
Social Justice: Bethany Welch
(socialjustice@oldstjoseph.org)

Ministry Leaders
Altar Servers: Maria Ramirez,
(mathra71@yahoo.com)
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:
Bill Stewart (wstewart@kaplaw.com)
Hospital Ministry: Luanne Balestrucci
(lbalestrucci@yahoo.com)
Homebound Ministry: Neal Hébert
(neal9536@gmail.com)
Lectors: Lou Anne Bulik, (labulik@yahoo.com)
Ushers: Nikola Sizgorich, (niksiz@icloud.com)
Children's Liturgy of the Word: Peggy Connolly
(pmcon@comcast.net)

