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March 11, 2018 | The Fourth Sunday in Lent

St. Joseph, Our Parish Patron
Saint Joseph is silent in the gospels. Outside the Infancy Narra�ves he does not say or do anything. And outside those narra�ves and the
genealogies in Ma�hew and Luke (where Joseph’s father is given diﬀerent
names), he is men�oned only in passing. It is not clear if Joseph’s ﬁrst
home was in Nazareth or Bethlehem. All this can serve as a reminder that
the New Testament authors were not wri�ng about Joseph, or even about
Mary, but about Jesus. They tell us that Jesus is the son of David and so
Messiah because Joseph is a son of David. They tell us that Jesus is the
Son of God because he was conceived in Mary by the power of the Holy
Spirit.
Because the gospels are theology and not biography, people were
naturally inclined to ﬁll in the biographical details using their imagina�ons. One widespread story presents Joseph as an old man in his seven�es, miraculously chosen by Mary's parents as Mary's betrothed husband
to ensure her virginity, since she had been dedicated as a virgin to God in
the Temple. This imagina�ve crea�on was the source of much of the
iconography of Joseph up to the end of the Middle Ages: a grey haired old
man carrying a staﬀ with a lily growing out of it (the miraculous staﬀ was
the sign for Mary's parents that he was to be Mary's betrothed). As �me went on, especially a�er an increase of
devo�on to Joseph in the sixteenth century, he is more and more pictured as a younger man in his prime. Most
recently, he has been pictured as a carpenter in a modern carpenter' s shop, or some�mes carrying not a staﬀ but
some carpenter's tool.
Admi�edly, to imagine what this silent ﬁgure in Jesus' life was like, we necessarily have to enlarge beyond
what we actually know. For my imagina�on, I once used an old photograph of a Pales�nian village carpenter circa
1930: a thin man with a sparse beard dressed in a robe, si�ng on the ground, scraping a big branch or trunk of a tree
with a two handed iron plane. A quite possible picture of the real Joseph. But a�er reading the ﬁrst volume of John
Meyer's A Marginal Jew, I discovered a second quite probable portrait of a Galilean carpenter in the ﬁrst century.
Joseph could have been an i�nerant laborer. There was always some building going on at the Roman administra�ve
center several days away from Nazareth on the Mediterranean shore or in Jerusalem or at one or the other of Herod's
fortress palaces. In fact, it seems that at the �me the tetrarch Herod was rebuilding a town near Nazareth, only a
three or four hours walk away. Maybe Joseph traveled to places where there was need for builders.
This imagina�ve way of thinking can help us approach what the Gospel of Ma�hew actually tells us about
Joseph. Naturally, because the Gospel is a theological work, neither a biography nor a novel, we most of all have to
look at the religious meaning the evangelist is trying to communicate. That religious meaning for Ma�hew, revolves
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very much around the theme of justice. Justice occupies Matthew’s attention throughout the gospel. But
significantly, the character of Joseph is Matthew’s way of introducing the theme at the beginning of his gospel by
offering us a striking example of the truly just man.
Recall some familiar instances of Matthew’s mention of justice. At his baptism, Jesus tells John the Baptist
that the baptism must take place so that all justice might be fulfilled. In Jesus' first sermon, the disciples are told
that their justice must surpass that of the scribes and Pharisees. And later in the same sermon, they are told to seek
first the rule of God and his justice. In Jesus' last sermon, in the parable of the last judgment, the just are those who
dealt with people in need as if they were dealing with Jesus.
But before all this is recounted in the gospel story, Joseph is the first example of this greater justice, the
justice of God. As Matthew tells us: "Joseph, her husband, being just but unwilling to expose her, decided to divorce
her secretly. . .” His justice was shown by his concern for Mary in not following the Law. And later, instructed by
an angel in a dream, Joseph protects Mary from the Law by not divorcing her, but by taking her as his wife and
claiming her child as his own.
Even though the story of Joseph in the gospel is rather brief, we learn that Joseph could discern God’s will
and follow it out, despite the uncertainty along the way and the cost of doing so. His obedience was so profound
that he could rise above the law when true fidelity required such an action. His circumstances, though largely
unknown, were certainly ordinary and unremarkable, but nevertheless he lived his life rightly ordered to what was
true and faithful. And so, he was always close to the God who was his closet companion. And for all of that,
Matthew in his gospel gives us Joseph as the just man whom we all can emulate.
--Father Edward Dougherty, S.J.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Tuesday Evening Lenten Series
Continues

Lenten Scripture Study
Fr. Dougherty will continue with the Book of
Qoheleth, also called Ecclesiastes, on Thursdays in
the Drexel parlor at 1:00 pm:
March 15, 22, & 29.
All are invited!

presented by FR. MODRYS
March 13: The History of Reconciliation
March 27: Communal Penance Service
The lecture will take place in Barbelin Hall
and the Penance Service will be held in the
church. Both will begin at 7:30 PM.

Note: We have relaxed parking for this
series!

The Centering Prayer Group will meet on
Wednesday, March 21 from 6:30-8:30 PM in the
Drexel Parlor of the rectory. The meeting will include
discussion of centering prayer followed by evening
prayer with a period of centering. Anyone interested
in contemplative prayer is welcome to join us. For
further information, contact Christine Szczepanowski
at 267-250-3049 or christinesz52@gmail.com.

Feast Day!
Congratulations to Maeve Marie Pinheiro, daughter of
Brian and Melissa Pinheiro, who earned distinguished
honors first semester at the Academy of Notre Dame
de Namur, and to Dominic I. Bitterman, son of John
Bitterman and Maria Rameriz, and James C. King, son
of James and Anne King, who earned first honors this
past semester at St. Joseph’s Prep!

OSJ YAC March Happy Hour: For the March OSJ Happy
Hour on Friday, March 16th, we’re heading to a YAC
favorite: Garage North in Fishtown (corner of Girard
Ave. and Frankford Ave). Over 400 canned beers are
on offer in the spacious auto-themed hang-out, from
rare sours to stouts. The 5-7pm happy hour includes
$2 Narragansett and a dollar off all draft beers (and
$4 pickle backs!) There’s a food truck in the space but
you can also bring in cheesesteaks from across the
street. We will be there starting at 5:30pm and stay
until
at
least
8pm. Contact
Jenn
Lydic
(jennlydic@gmail.com, 917-930-9851) with any
questions or find us at the bar. Hope to see you there!

Come celebrate the Feast of St. Joseph on Monday,
March 19, 2018 with Mass at 6:00 PM followed by
dinner at 7:00 PM in Barbelin Hall. A limited
number of 130 tickets are on sale now in the front
office of the rectory. Tickets are $10 for adults;
children eat for free. Donations of wine and
desserts, and volunteers for food preparation, set
up, serving, and cleanup would be greatly
appreciated! Most of these opportunities will be
on Sunday, March 18, after the 11:30 am Mass and
coffee hour. Please contact Joe Casey
at
joetcasey@aol.com or 215-843-3573 to volunteer.
Thank you! See you there!

HOLY WEEK 2018
Tuesday, March 27 - Communal Penance Service: 7:30 PM
Holy Thursday, March 29 - Confessions: 11:30AM – 12:30PM;
Mass of the Lord’s Supper: 7:30PM; Compline: 10:00PM
Good Friday, March 30 - Stations of the Cross: 12:05PM;
Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion: 3:00PM
Holy Saturday, March 31 – Easter Vigil Mass at 7:30PM
Easter Sunday, April 1 - Masses at 7:30AM, 9:30AM, & 11:30AM
There is no 6:30pm Mass on Easter Sunday!

The annual OSJ Easter Egg Hunt will take place immediately after the 9:30am Mass on Easter Sunday, weather
permitting, in the North Park area next to the church off Walnut Street. Donations of candy-filled plastic eggs can be
dropped off at the front desk of the rectory up until Saturday, March 31st. Thank you for your generosity! Volunteers
are needed to place the eggs and help coordinate the hunt. Please contact Luanne Balestrucci at
lbalestrucci@yahoo.com to volunteer.

Please remember our sick and homebound sisters and brothers
Karen Lockyer
Rick Bravo
Joseph Burke
Christine Mari-Mazzola
Pat Farris
Allen May

Ed Tomezsko
Tony Corvaia
Mary Jacobs
Joanna Pearl
Jerry McAndrews SJ
Lucy Pearl
Lydia Staley
Marie Jacobs
Charlotte Croce
Mary Lou Jennings
Catherine Keddie
Jack Lees
Hannah Poole
Please pray also for our ministry at Pennsylvania Hospital
Names will be removed after four weeks unless a request is renewed.

Note from the Pastor

Bringing Communion to the Homebound
When people are ill or indisposed and confined to home, they can remain connected to our shared
worship by receiving Communion at home. If you or a family member, friend or neighbor (with their
approval of course), would like to receive Communion at home, contact the Parish Rectory so that
we can arrange for a parish Eucharistic Minister to visit.

Date
Mon
12

6:00 PM:

Calendar Events
PREP (St. Mary's)

Geraldine Marren & Family
Fr. O’Donnell SJ

12 Noon:
7:00 PM:
7:30 PM:

Food, Faith, and Friends (Barbelin)
Pre-Baptism Class (Drexel)
Talk: History of Reconciliation (Barbelin)

12:05 PM:
Presider:

Benefactors of the Maryland Province

7:30 PM:

CLC 1 (Faber)

12:05 PM:
Presider:

Old St. Joseph’s Memorial Society
Fr. Dougherty SJ

12 Noon:

Food, Faith, and Friends (Barbelin)

Fri
16

12:05 PM:
Presider:

Edward & Mary Britt Family (D)
Fr. Dougherty SJ

Sat
17

12:05 PM:
Presider:
5:30 PM:

James McDevitt (D)
Fr. O'Donnell SJ
Presider: Fr. O’Donnell SJ

12 Noon:
2:00 PM:

Food, Faith, and Friends (Barbelin)
RCIA Retreat (Babelin)

Sun
18

7:30 AM
9:30 AM
11:30 AM
6:30 PM

Presider: Fr. Dougherty SJ
Presider: Fr. Modrys SJ
Presider: Fr. Modrys SJ
Presider: Fr. Modrys SJ

5:30 PM:
5:30 PM:

Loyola Choir Rehearsal (Church)
YAC Weekly Readings Reflection
(Greaton)

Tues
13
Wed
14
Thurs
15

12:05 PM:
Presider:

Mass Intention and Presider
Old St. Joseph’s Memorial Society
Fr. Modrys SJ

12:05 PM:
Presider:

Fr. Dougherty SJ

Financial Stewardship
Offertory Collection for the week ending
Percentage of Online Giving: 51%
Collection
Regular
Online
Total
Daily Mass
$286.00
n/a
$286.00
Sunday Mass
$5911.00
$6145.50
$12,056.50
The following collections are now active
on the Online Giving Website:
Church in Latin America through April 1
Church in Africa through April 1
Easter Flower Memorials through April 8
Easter Music Memorials through April 8
Holy Thursday Collection through April 15
Good Friday Collection through April 15
Easter Collection through April 22
Old St. Joseph’s provides Online Giving, a convenient, safe,
and flexible way to make one time or recurring donations to
the fund of your choice—Sunday Offering, FF&F, and so on.
Sign up on our parish website on the Online Giving tab under
Important Links.

Second Collections in March
The Church in Latin America:
March 10 & 11 Proceeds from this
collection support the many works of the
Church throughout Latin America and the
Caribbean.
The Fund for the Church in Africa:
March 17 & 18. Africa faces the economic
and social hurdles of enormous debt,
epidemics, severe poverty, and political
unrest. Your support assists in the delivery
of basic pastoral care which includes
religious education, seminary formation,
youth ministry and care for the sick.
Please give as generously as you
are able.

Catholic Charities Update
If you are a registered parishioner, you should have already received your Catholic Charities mailing from
the Archdiocese of Philadelphia. If not, there are forms and envelopes in the back of the church for you to
use to make your pledge. Old St. Joseph’s has been asked to contribute $38,800. To date, we have donated
$9,155, or 24% of our assessment. Thank you for your generous support of the Archdiocese’s social
ministries!

Readings for the Week
Isaiah 65: Psalm 30: John 4
Monday
Ezekiel 47; Psalm 46; John 5
Tuesday
Wednesday Isaiah 49; Psalm 145; John 5
Exodus 32; Psalm 106; John 5
Thursday
Wisdom 2; Psalm 34; John 7
Friday
Jeremiah 11; Psalm 7; John 7
Saturday
Jeremiah 31; Psalm 51; Hebrews 5; John 12
Sunday
Complete texts of the daily readings can be found at
www.usccb.org/bible/readings.

RCIA Scrutiny Rites
Brief rites of prayer and blessing for our
candidates for the Rite of Christian
Initiation will be celebrated again on
March 17 at 5:30 pm. Readings for this
Mass will be the Gospel used in the early
church for these rites: the raising of
Lazarus (John 11).

INFORMATION
Rectory Office Hours
Monday through Friday: 9:30 AM to 4:30 PM
Sunday: 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Mass Times
Monday through Saturday: 12:05 PM
Saturday Vigil Mass for Sunday: 5:30 PM
Sunday: 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 AM and 6:30 PM
Holy Days: 12:05 and 7:30 PM
Medical Emergency
In the event of a medical emergency when the need for a
priest is urgent, please call the rectory.
Hearing Enhancements
Old St. Joseph’s is equipped with an audio hearing loop. Switch
on the T-coil function of your device to use the loop. Booklets
with the Sunday readings are in the rear of the church.
Hearing Enhancements
Old St. Joseph’s is equipped with an audio hearing loop. Switch
on the T-coil function of your device to use the loop. Booklets
with the Sunday readings are in the rear of the church.
Registration
Persons who want to register as parishioners should complete
a parish registration form and return it to the rectory office by
mail or in person. Registration forms are available in the
rectory office during normal office hours, on the bookcases in
the back of the church and online at www.oldstjoseph.org.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Monday through Saturday: 11:30 AM to noon and by
appointment
Sacrament of Baptism
Persons wanting to arrange for a baptism should call Fr.
Dougherty at the parish office at least two months before the
desired date to arrange catechesis and the baptism
celebration.
The Sacrament of Anointing
The Sacrament of Anointing (the sacrament of the sick) is
administered during the 12:05 PM Mass on the first Saturday
of each month. Homebound or hospitalized persons wanting
to receive the Sacrament of Anointing should call the parish
office.
Sacrament of Matrimony
Persons wanting to be married in the parish should call Fr.
O’Donnell at the parish office at least nine months before the
desired date.
Rite of Christian Initiation
Unbaptized adults who are considering baptism into the
Catholic Church, baptized Catholics who have received no
other sacraments and who want to be confirmed and to
receive First Eucharist, and baptized non-Catholics who are
considering full communion in the Catholic Church should call
Fr. O’Donnell at the parish office.
To arrange Mass of Christian Burial, the funeral director
should call the parish office.

OSJ Staff
Pastor: Fr. Walter Modrys, S.J.
(pastor@oldstjoseph.org)
Parochial Vicar: Fr. Edward O’Donnell, S.J.
(eodonnell@oldstjoseph.org)
Fr. Edward Dougherty S.J.
(dougherty@oldstjoseph.org)
In Residence: Br. Robert Carson, S.J.
Business Manager: Eric German
(germane@oldstjoseph.org)
Director of Music: Mark Bani
(music@oldstjoseph.org)
Liturgy Coordinator: Sr. Asunta Thanh, acj
(liturgy@oldstjoseph.org)
Administrative Assistant: BJ Brown
(office@oldstjoseph.org)
Faith, Food & Friends Director: Deborah
Hluchan (faithandfriends@oldstjoseph.org)
PREP Coordinator: Christine Szczepanowski
(prep@oldstjoseph.org)

OSJ Councils and Boards
Parish Pastoral Council: (osjpc@oldstjoseph.org)
Rana McNamara (co-chair), Richard Le (co-chair)
Parish Finance Council: Paul Shay (chair)
Historic Preservation Corporation Board: Fr. Walter
Modrys, S.J. (President)

Parish Committees and Chairpersons
Adult Education: Rita O’Brien and Jeanmarie
Zippo (adulted@oldstjoseph.org)
Parish Life: Joe Casey (joetcasey@aol.com)
Ignatian Spirituality and Formation: John
Bitterman (osjspirituality@oldstjoseph.org)
Social Justice: Bethany Welch
(socialjustice@oldstjoseph.org)

Ministry Leaders
Altar Servers: Maria Ramirez,
(mathra71@yahoo.com)
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:
Bill Stewart (wstewart@kaplaw.com)
Hospital Ministry: Luanne Balestrucci
(lbalestrucci@yahoo.com)
Homebound Ministry: Neal Hébert
(neal9536@gmail.com)
Lectors: Lou Anne Bulik, (labulik@yahoo.com)
Ushers: Nikola Sizgorich, (niksiz@icloud.com)
Children's Liturgy of the Word: Peggy Connolly
(pmcon@comcast.net)

